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Connecting to Literacy, Reading and Wellbeing during 
Lockdown



QUOTE OF
THE WEEK

REMEMBER...Become a 
member of your Local Library. 

Join Librariesni, see link 
below, and access lots of 
FREE ebooks, emagazines 
and audiobooks.

Welcome to Libraries NI 
CLICK LINK AND JOIN 
TODAY!

https://www.librariesni.org.uk/
becoming-a-member/

25th March is Tolkien 
Reading Day. This year’s 
theme is hope and 
courage. What will you be 
reading? 
To find out more about 
Tolkien and his work, check 
out the link:
https://www.tolkiensociety.or
g/events/

https://www.librariesni.org.uk/becoming-a-member/
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Check out the link below to hear Neil Gaiman 
reading from his award winning novel, The 
Graveyard Book
https://www.mousecircus.com/

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a 
perfectly normal boy. Well, he would be perfectly 
normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised and 
educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who 
belongs to neither the world of the living nor the world 
of the dead.

There are dangers and adventures for Bod in the 
graveyard: the strange and terrible menace of the Sleer; 
a gravestone entrance to a desert that leads to the city 
of ghouls; friendship with a witch, and so much more.

But it is in the land of the living that real danger lurks, 
for it is there that the man Jack lives and he has already 
killed Bod's family.

A deliciously dark masterwork by bestselling author 
Neil Gaiman, with illustrations by award-winning Dave 
McKean. Neil Gaiman 

https://www.mousecircus.com/


Issue 1 Quiz answers: 
1. Everlasting Gobstopper
2. Perfect Peter
3. Dentists
4. The Dumping Ground
5. A spy
6. Lord Darlington

Book: The Wtches
Authour Anagram: Lemony Snickets

Guess the book 
title and author.

Author Anagram

ADDVI

ALLASWIM

- - - - - 
- - - - - - - -

 
1. In James and the Giant 

Peach, what provided the 
power for the peach when it 
floated through the air?

2. Where is Paddington Bear 
from?

3. In the Mr Men, what is the 
secret of Mr Strong's 
strength?

4. In what series of books will 
you find Thingumy and Bob?

5. In what book do the 
Waterbury family star?

6. What animal is Charlotte in 
Charlotte’s Web?



Relax & Unwind
A big thank you to all of 
your teachers who 
recorded themselves 
reading from a book 
that they chose just for 
you! Pupils relaxed as 
they listened to a new 
offering each day, 
before voting for their 
favourite! The votes are 
in and the winner is The 
Butterfly Mind, chosen 
and read by Mrs K 
McLaughlin.

National 
Library Poetry 
Competition
Pupils have been busy 
writing poetry that 
celebrates the 
contribution made by Key 
Workers during the 
pandemic. The best 
poems will be entered 
into the competition and 
shared in next month’s 
issue.

Want to double 
your reading skills? 
Just turn on the 
subtitles!
New Research has shown 
that turning the subtitles on 
when watching television can 
boost reading skills. A study 
of 2,350 children showed that 
with schooling alone 34 
percent became good 
readers, but those who were 
exposed to 30 minutes of 
subtitles a week, the 
proportion more than doubled 
to 70% . So why not turn on 
the subtitles and captions 
when online, and see if you 
too can boost your reading 
skills!



Check out 50 ways to 
feel happy on the link 
below: 
https://www.actionfor
happiness.org/50-way
s-to-feel-happy

Download the action for 
Happiness calendar on the 
link below:

https://www.actionforhappine
ss.org/mindful-march-2018
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Literacy Focus

Procrastinate
Verb. to delay or 
postpone and 
action; to put of 
doing 
something.

Our author of the month is Katherine 
Rundell!

Click the link below to hear Katherine Rundell 
reading The Good Thieves For Free:
https://www.thenational.academy/library/steal-a-mom
ent-with-katherine-rundell

Fresh off the boat from England, Vita Marlowe has 
a job to do. Her beloved grandfather Jack has 
been cheated out of his home and possessions by 
a notorious conman with Mafia connections. 
Seeing Jack's spirit is broken, Vita is desperate to 
make him happy again, so she devises a plan to 
outwit his enemies and recover his home. She 
finds a young pickpocket, working the streets of 
the city. And, nearby, two boys with highly unusual 
skills and secrets of their own are about to be 
pulled into her lawless, death-defying plan.

https://www.thenational.academy/library/steal-a-moment-with-katherine-rundell
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Year 10 Book Club are reading...
★ Are you in Year 10?

★ It’s not too late to join the Year 10 Book Club!
★ Members have selected the thriller Follow Me Down by Tanya 

Byrne as March’s read.

This is available as a free ebook on ZLibrary. Just click on the 
link below: 
https://1lib.uk/s/Follow%20me%20down%20tanya%20byrne

Sixteen year old Adamma, a Nigerian diplomat's daughter, isn't too 
impressed to be leaving her glamorous New York lifestyle behind for an 
exclusive English boarding school, Crofton College. But once she arrives 
at her new school, she is drawn to charismatic, unpredictable Scarlet, 
and the two strike up an intense friendship. But their relationship soon 
takes a nasty turn when both girls fall for the same boy - and then 
Scarlett goes missing.

If this choice isn’t for you, join up so you can have a say in next 
month’s choice. 

https://1lib.uk/s/Follow%20me%20down%20tanya%20byrne


Year 8 & 9 Book Club are 
reading...
★ If you are in year 8 or 9 it’s not too late to join the Year 10 

Book Club!
★ Members have selected Michael Morpurgo’s An Eagle in 

the Snow as their March read.

This is available as a free ebook on ZLibrary. Just click on 
the link below: 

https://1lib.uk/s/an%20eagle%20in%20the%20snow

If this choice isn’t for you, join up so you can have a say in next 
month’s choice. 



Reading Links 
Visit the WBD website for lots of useful links. 
There is something for everyone so start 
exploring!!
https://www.worldbookday.com/
 Use the link to download your free digital 
book voucher:
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2
021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf

READING LINKS A fantastic 
website to log onto is the 
NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS 
website Click the link below... 
Caboodle from National Book 
Tokens This website has lots of 
information and 
recommendations for the whole 
family and all age groups. It 
includes quizzes and 
competitions and is really worth 
checking out.

https://caboodle.nationalbookto
kens.com/home

Z Library is the world’s largest 
library of FREE books. Check it 
out: https://z-lib.org/

Once in, search your favourite 
author or desired book. 

Then just download, sit back and 
enjoy your next good read!

https://www.worldbookday.com/
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My scrummy chocolate biscuits 
Are sitting on a plate.
I want to eat them all at once,
But just decide to wait. 

Just a little longer, 
And when my school work’s done,
I will put my feet up, 
And enjoy them all alone. 

That first bite is....oh what a sound! 
I've got crumbs all down my jumper, 
But I don't really mind. 

The chocolate melts on my tongue,
As my cares all fall away.
I've got my chocolate biscuits 
And I'm not going to share today 

I hear my mum approaching 
I quicken up my pace.
I stuff them all into my mouth
And I'm left with an empty plate. 

                                                    
Poetry Corner. 

This month’s featured 
poem , ‘Chocolate Biscuits’ 
was written by Brooke 
Aitken from 8A3



Next month’s issue will be 
available on Monday 5th April 

Look out for more links, book 
reviews, poetry written by pupils 
and fun activities

If you you would like to contribute 
to the next issue, contact Mrs 
Johnston with your ideas!

Other Dates for your Diary...
Pi's value is usually taken to be 3.14, 
hence March 14th, March being the third 
month.

So why note eat a pie to celebrate, 
or better yet, check out BBC 
Bitesize to for an explanation of Pi 
with a video and practice questions:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guide
s/zc9wxnb/revision/1

Shakespeare Week 
15th- 21st March
To find out more about 
Shakespeare and for fun 
activities visit 
https://www.shakespeareweek.o
rg.uk/

St Patrick's Day 17th 
March. For activities click 
on the link: 
https://www.activityvillage.
co.uk/st-patricks-day
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